
Woman at the Well Rotation!
Computer Lesson Plan

The Woman at the Well:  Computer Workshop!
“GoodNews.edu”!
A lesson written by Jan Marshall for Brenthaven Church.  Permission to copy materials 
granted for non-commercial use provided credit is given and all cited references remain 
with this material.  Adapted by Beth Tobin for Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Olympia, WA, 
February 2014.!
  !
Bible Text:  John 4:4-30, 39-42  
 
Memory Verses:  !
“Worship in spirit and in truth.”  John 4:24 NIV!
“Whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst.”  John 4:14 
NIV!

Objectives:!
After completing this Rotation, participants will be able to:!

• Name that the story is found in the New Testament. Identify the meaning of the 
word “gospel.” !

• Locate the story in John. Identify the four Gospels.!
• Retell the story in his/her own words.!
• Discover how radical it was for a Jewish person to associate with a Samaritan.!
• Explore the woman’s position in society; discuss the significance of the 

compassion that Jesus offered.!
• Define “living water” as what Jesus offers us: a close relationship with God - 

assurance that God loves us, no matter what.!
• Recognize the change that took place in the woman. Recognize how our wanting 

this living water can change us.!
 !
Workshop Summary: In this workshop, the learners will listen to the story using the 
“Life of Christ” computer program. They will then use KidPix to compose articles about 
the story suitable for a newspaper, or compose a diary entry for the Samaritan woman. 
 
 
Supplies:  
The Children’s Bible in 365 Stories; NRSV Bible; the Life of Christ computer program, 
loaded on each computer, the Life of Christ cd in each CD-ROM drive; earphones 
attached to each computer; KidPix3 program loaded on each computer; paper for the 
printers; blank newsprint to use for the newspaper; tape or glue; markers; pencils. 
 
Teacher preparation: 
Read the Bible passages. The story will be heard from the Life of Christ program in this 
workshop. Have the Bibles available for reference during the writing activity if needed. 
Read over the background material included in your teacher packet as you review the 
lesson plan. Be sure the computers are booted up prior to class and the printers are 
turned on. Also, make sure the earphones are attached and the volume controls are set 
at appropriate levels.  Place instructions for using the program at each computer.!
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Welcome and introductions:  
Greet the children and introduce yourself. Remember that you are interacting with a 
different group of students each week—some may not know you.!
 
Lesson Plan:  
1. Depending on the age of the children in the current class, you might want to preview 
the story for today by giving them some background information about the rift between 
the Jews and the Samaritans. For this, feel free to use the first two paragraphs in the 
Biblical Background you received with your lesson plan. !!
2. Tell the children that today they will hear a version of the story told via the computer 
program, Life of Christ. Following that exercise, they will use the word processing 
program KidPix to either 1) write stories that would be suitable for a newspaper, or 2) 
write a diary entry of the Samaritan woman !!
3. Assign class members to computers. If partners are used, they can either listen to the 
story together (at a relatively low volume) or take turns listening to the story separately 
with the earphones. Even if they listen separately, they can do the quiz at the end 
together. Place the instructions for using the program are placed at each computer 
station. Tell them to get started with the Life of Christ portion of the lesson, and to stop 
to wait for further instructions when they are finished with that part.!
 
4. When each person or group is finished with this part, have them turn to you and talk 
about the story. Encourage a brief, open discussion about the story and the following 
questions:!
•  Does anything about this story surprise you? What?!
•  Why would the disciples or the woman be surprised that Jesus would talk to her?!
•  How might today’s story happen in today’s world? Who might be like the Samaritan 

woman? Like Jesus? Where might they meet and what might they say to each other?!
•  As asked at the end of the story, do you sometimes reject people who are loved by 

God? What might be a better way of interacting with people who are rejected by 
others?!

•   What do you think Jesus meant by “living water?” How can you be living water to 
others and how might that affect them?!

 
5. For Beginner instructions, go to step 7: 
Tell the class that they are going to write some articles or do some illustrations about the 
story that would be seen in a newspaper. They will print them and place them on 
newsprint as though it was a newspaper. In order to get a variety of articles, let each 
station choose a topic from the following list (let only one station do each type of article/
illustration): 
•  A biography of the Samaritan woman; 
•  Facts of the event; 
•  A picture of the event, a caption or captions; 
•  A comic strip of the event; 
•  An editorial piece telling of the effects the event had on the Samaritans and the Jews. 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6. Turn the class back to the computers and let them enter the KidPix program. They 
are to do their article or illustration using this program. When complete, tell them to print 
their article. Arrange them on the chart paper to look like a newspaper, The Samaritan 
Times. Have someone use a marker to make a title for the newspaper at the top. (Skip 
to the Closure to finish the class.)!
 
7. Option for Younger Students: 
Tell the class that they are going to write a diary entry from the Samaritan woman’s diary 
that describes her meeting with Jesus at the well. Tell them to imagine they were that 
woman and had the conversation with Jesus that she had. Let them turn back to the 
computers and enter the KidPix program. Assist them in writing this diary entry using the 
text tool and let them illustrate the entry as they desire. (You can type what they dictate 
if they cannot type well.) When complete, have them print their entry to take home. 
 
Closure: 
Let each member of the class read or review their article, illustration, or diary entry. If 
the class did the newspaper, appoint someone to take the paper downstairs and put it 
on the table in the bulletin board for the rest of the congregation to see.  
 
Closing prayer: 
Close with the following prayer, or use one of your own: 
Loving God, you are the living water for which we thirst. Thank you for the life you offer 
to us in Jesus that put us forever in your presence. Amen. 
 
Journal Time: 
Help the shepherd pass out the journals. Ask the children to answer the following 
question: 
Who or what is living water for you?  
 
Dismissal: 
Have the children help you tidy up the workshop space. Dismiss them with instructions 
about where they are to go.!
 
References: 
“The Whole People of God” Biblical Background for March 7, 1999; “Lenten 
Conversations...about Thirsting,” March 7, 1999. 
 
Instructions for hearing the story of the Samaritan woman at the well in Life of Christ 
 
1. Double-click on the icon for Life of Christ. 
2. After the introduction, click on “New Exploration.” Enter your name and click “Start 
Exploration.” 
3. Click on the crate that says “King’s Oranges.” This brings up a Lesson Index. 
4. Click on Lessons 11-15—“Introducing the Son of God!” 
5. Click on lesson 14. Listen to the story. Pay special attention to the first screen—it is 
our memory verse for this month. When the story completes, think about the questions 
posed at the end of the story. 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6. Take the quiz (click “Yes”). You have to click on the circle corresponding to your 
choice of answer; you’ll get an immediate response of right or wrong. If you are wrong, it 
shows you the correct answer. Click on the forward arrow in the bottom right corner to 
go to the next question. After the 6 questions, you may either listen to the lesson again 
and try to get 5 or more correct answers, or you may exit. 
7. To exit, click on “Return to Lesson Index”, then on “Back” twice. 
8. Move the mouse to the lower left corner of the screen and click “Exit.” Then click 
“Quit.” 
 
Instructions for KidPix: 
 
1. Double click on the KidPix icon. Use the text tool to write and any of the illustration 
tools to draw. 
2. Print using the printer icon, and exit using the door icon. 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